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Don W. Young, PhD / WESTWATER, LLC
WESTWATER, LLC is a private water resource consulting firm based in Phoenix, Arizona offering expertise over a broad spectrum of water related services including:  water resource planning and development, water rights investigations (adjudication and administration), expert testimony, stream and riparian restoration projects, water management, arid lands resources, water resource project development and management, water and wastewater utility management and operation, water quality; aquatic biology and chemistry; and natural resource management and economics.

WESTWATER, LLC performs innovative research of a multi-disciplinary nature toward finding solutions to technical and legal water resource problems. Also able to provide technical support to governmental agency and private sector attorneys involved in civil and criminal environmentally related cases and issues. Experienced in representing clients at various commission, committee, task force meetings and hearings, and at Indian settlement technical committee meetings.

Don W. Young, PhD, principal and owner of WESTWATER, LLC acquired his Bachelor’s of Science degree in zoology and chemistry from the University of Miami, Florida. He obtained his Master’s degree in botany (genetics emphasis) at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. His doctoral degree was earned at the prestigious Hydrology and Water Resources Department (HWRD) at the University of Arizona in Tucson with minors in aquatic biology and natural resources economics. He also has training and experience in the areas of applied fluvial geomorphology, riparian restoration, ground water modeling, reservoir operation modeling, labor relations, corrosion of underground pipelines, and water utility management

Dr. Young also holds an appointment as an ADJUNCT ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR within the HWRD where he assists in the teaching of hydrology summer field camp, and presents specialty lectures within the university on various water resources issues. He sits on the Hydrology Thesis Workshop Committee and also sat on a Master Candidate Committee within the School of Renewable Natural Resources.

Don’s professional career began in the public water supply industry. After graduation from college he took the position of CHIEF CHEMIST/LABORATORY SUPERVISOR with the City of Erie (PA) Bureau of Water. His responsibilities included supervision of laboratory technicians and all chemical and biological water examinations (Certified Water Bacteriologist) plus collection and formulation of data connected with the experimental high rate filtration project then under way at the Bureau of Water in Erie.  This included experimental applications of various coagulants and coagulant aides toward improvement of clarification and filtration processes. Other areas of work included assisting in the design and application of various chemical installations such as activated carbon.

In 1966, Don went on to become the GENERAL MANAGER of Wanakah Water Company in Hamburg (near Buffalo), New York, an affiliate of Consumers Water Company, Portland, Maine.  His duties included all fiscal and operational responsibilities plus future planning studies. He was responsible for the safe and continuous operation of the water treatment facility (he holds a Class 1A Water Treatment Plant Operators License in New York), process redesign, and consulting for sister companies. He planned long-range expansion of the distribution system and doubled plant capacity through high rate filtration techniques. He developed a public relations program, including a narrated slide presentation, participated in community functions and service organizations and made public appearances to governmental meetings, schools, and testified before the New York Public Service Commission in rate case hearings.  While under his management, the Wanakah Company was awarded the New York Section American Water Works Association (AWWA) Advancement Award and the AWWA National Advancement Award for Class "A" Water Utility (1968). 
Between 1975 and 1987, with the Arizona State Land Department and the University of Arizona, Don was extensively involved with numerous projects involving the interaction between surface and subsurface hydrology. This included studies involving mining activity, hazardous waste mitigation, water quality, hydrologic, and land ownership issues throughout the State of Arizona including the Colorado River.
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As Senior Hydrologist at the Land Department, he supervised the Public Water/Engineering Unit of the Hydrology Section.  In this capacity he was responsible for the qualification, quantification and filing of all surface water rights associated with the State Trust lands.  Also was responsible for obtaining contractual water rights along the Colorado River, and the evaluation of engineering, drainage, sanitary landfill and hazardous waste facility plans with respect to their impact on State lands.  He designed and evaluated hazardous waste site closures on State lands. He was appointed as an Administrative Hearing Officer for the agency in February 1986.

Along the Colorado River, his past experience has concentrated in the following areas: microbiological (bacteriological and algal) and water chemistry studies, drainage studies, natural area selection and preservation analyses for state environmental programs, securing contractual water rights, flood flow analyses, flood mitigation, water rights investigations, land ownership analyses (federal, sovereign, and private), tributary flow analyses, and groundwater model studies along the U.S./Mexican border.

Between 1987 and 1999, during his tenure as CHIEF FORENSIC HYDROLOGIST of the Water Rights Adjudication Team (WRAT) at the Arizona Attorney General’s Office, he was responsible for the supervision of a team of professional technical staff consisting of hydrologists, hydrogeologists, natural and social resource managers, computer (EDP) managers and technicians, and library and clerical staff.  WRAT was responsible for proving and defending state water right claims in the adjudications presently underway in Arizona. WRAT provided technical support to the legal unit and to client agencies (State Land, Game & Fish, Parks, etc.) in these litigations.

This involved original research of an inter-disciplinary nature toward finding solutions to technical and legal problems facing the Courts, the Arizona Department of Water Resources and the various parties.  WRAT was responsible for providing technical support to agencies and attorneys involved in civil and criminal environmentally related cases and issues. Dr. Young served as the State's EXPERT WITNESS in the courts and represented client agencies at various commission, committee meetings, task force meetings and hearings 

Dr. Young was involved in numerous acquisitions of natural area properties by AGAF and Parks. As a member of the Parks Natural Area Advisory Committee from 1991-1999 he was also involved in the development of management plans for several acquired properties. He routinely reviewed potential acquisitions for valid water rights and participated in the collection and analysis of hydrologic data on existing and newly acquired parcels by AGAF and Parks. Dr. Young is a qualified expert in the area of stream and riparian restoration.

Dr. Young is recognized as an expert witness before both the Maricopa County and Apache County Superior Courts in the general water rights adjudications presently underway. He has presented written and oral testimony in both cases, and in federal district court (Arizona).  He has also published numerous scientific papers in peer review journals and presented papers at professional association conferences. He retired from State service in 1999 to form his own consulting firm.

Young has served on numerous Boards and Task Forces dealing with mining and riparian issues. He presently is a technical advisor to the Superstition Area Land Trust (SALT). He is also a member and has served as an officer or committee member for several professional organizations such as the American Water Resources Association (AWRA). American Water Works Association (AWWA), Arizona Hydrological Society (AHS), Arizona/Nevada Academy of Sciences (A/NAS), and others.
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